Why Screen Newborns? The Joint Committee on Infant
Newborn hearing screenings are extremely
important. When newborns have hearing loss
and are diagnosed early, effective interven-
tion is available to help them achieve normal or
nearly normal speech, language, and hearing

milestones.

Statement

The American Academ

= Approximately 3-6 of every 1,000 newborns
have significant hearing problems.

= More than 95 percent of newborns who are
born deaf have parents with normal hearing.

= Hearing loss is invisible; it cannot be seen
by examining your newborn’s ears.

= Most newborns with hearing loss have no
signs or symptoms.

What Should | Know Abou
Hearing Screeni

= Hearing screening
and painless.

. To “Find an Audiologist” in your local area,
ugh the hearing o .
visit www.HowsYourHearing.org.
= You wil i earing screening
u leave the hospital.
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What if My Newborn Does Not

Pass the Hearing Screening?

Some newborns who need a follow-up hearing
screening or a hearing test have normal hear-
ing—BUT some have hearing loss.

If your newborn does not pass the screening,
it is important to make an appointment with an
audiologist for a complete hearing test.

What if My Newborn Passes the

Hearing Screening?
Newborns who pass the screenings usually
have normal hearing. However, some newborns
might hear well enough to pass a screening,
even though their hearing is not perfectly nor
Some newborns may pass the screening, y
can lose hearing after the screening from ilin
medications, or genetic reasons—after leavin
the hospital. Therefore, even if your newborn
passes the screening, tell you ist or phy
sician if you suspect hearing los

Other Warning Signs of Hearing Loss Speech Language and Hearing Skills Most States Require Newborn
Hearing Screening Test

An infant with normal hearing should be able to
do the following: If your infant has had a hearj
is unable to do some of t
(based on his or her age),
appointment with an audiolo
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